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Taste, Major, whose _vee- 
the Cuban officials and two 


; ee lot 1 

|The amount of the defalcation of Mr. 
to be much less than was first announced. It is 
now reduced to $150,000. The warehouse in Brook- 
lyn is now in charge of the Sheriff, under an or- 
der of injunction made by Judge GILBERT. ts 


.. The Brooklyn Board of Aldermen yester- 


prohibiting veloci- 
pede riding on the sidewalks in that city: 


, Sn etetne seeltaie neloted Leseciabed 


‘oom 


| many Society, and the installation of Mr. Wa. 


eRe ae SE eh. He place yester- 


did not for a moment suppose that such an 


application would amount to anything. |. 


Very many of those who did sign that paper 


murder. | have already urged these considerations in 


extenuation of their action. Yet, the effect 
of it, whatever may have been its motive, 


| was to lead General Grant into perhaps the 


very worst nomination he has yet made. And 
hemust bear the responsibility of it. The 
act is his, and all the explanations, dis- 
claimers and protestations they can make 
will not relieve him of its responsibility, or 
put any part of it on their shoulders. 

Itis not easy to say how this evil can be 


remedied, but until it is remedied,—antil the | | 


recommendations, however urgent, of mem- 
bers of Congress, cease to control the action 
of the President in making appointments to 
office, he will continue to make disastrous 
and disgraceful mistakes in this important 
branch of the public service. One expedi- 
ent is open to him: he might, whenever such 
& list as that of AsHiEy’s backers, for exam- 
ple; is presented to him, select from it the 
names of half a dozen who are known to him 
to be disinterested and reliable, and obtain 
from them all the information in their pos- 
session,—all the facts bearing on the case, 
and then require them to assume personally 
the responsibility of the appointment,—to 
certify, on their official honor and personal 
cbaracter, that it is one which they. would 
themselves make if they had the power. 
Such a certificate would be worth thousands 
of simple signatures, given without reflec- 
tion and simply as a means of escaping im- 


Miss! portunity. Of course, it would involve somé 
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In the Senate, yesterday, Mr. CaandriEer 
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offered a resolution to the effect that the Presi- | 





trouble ; but so momentous and so important 
a function as that of sppointing thousands 
of public officers throughout the country 
cannot, and ought not to be performed, with- 
out trouble. And no trouble taken to se- 
cure its proper performance ought to be con- 
sidered useless. : 
Until we havea settled Civil Service sye- 
tem, based upon recognized principles of 
justice, and governed by fixed rules of ad- 
ministration, we shall be subject to all the 
dent will continne to be crushed with appli- 


__ | cations,—overridden and overraled by mem- 


bers of Congress, and treated, in all respects, 
as the chief Superintendent of a first-class 
Soup-House. The Administration will be cor- 
rupt and inefficient—the country will be dis- 


| graced, and republican government. will 


contrast unfavorably with any and with all 
other forms.” ”’ 
saeco ar neem, 
British Sayings en the Alabama Contre- 
versy. 


If Lord Srantxy and the London Times 
are to be accepted as correct expositors of 
British feeling with regard to the Alabama 
claims, the probability of an early and ami- 
cable settlement of the pointe in contro- 
“Versy 1s not great. Bitterness and unrea- 
} sonableness are not characteristics of the 
Ex-Minister; yet we find him declaring in 
advance against what, according to Mr. 
SumuER, must be the initial point of future 
negotiation. “There has never been any 
question upon our side of offering repara- 
tion for willful and intentional wrong,” his 
Lordship is reported to have told: his Glas- 
gow audience, “ because we do not admit, 
and we have ho tight to admit, that any 
gach wrong ever was committed by us.” 
The declaration smacks of infallibility, 
with a touch of self-tighteousness. Thé 
latter quality reappears in the closing lan- 
guage of the speech. “Whatever happens, 
we have secured the main point: We shall 


| shall have pot out country unmistakably 


in the right” © The traditional. Pharisce 
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Government. The question at issue is too 
important, the interests at stake are too vast, 
to make the mere contingency of an actual 
quarrel wise or safe. Till the Alabama claims 
be settled, the relations of the two countries 
will be more delicate and sensitive than 
they should be, if peace is to be preserved. 
tenement, ‘ 
| Whatever may be said of it in other re- 
spects, there is one particular in which Gen- 
eral Grant’s distribution of official patron- 
age meets our unqualified approbation ;—we 
mean its ostentatious neglect of the public Press. 
© editor of an influential newspaper has 
appointed to public office, with one ex- 
ception, and “in that case 1b was promptly 
declined. Whatever may have been the mo- 
tive of this exclusion, the fact is eminently 
serviceable to the profession which it some- 
what contemptuously ignores. 

“We have never jomed in the absurd and 
extravagant self-landations ofthe power and 
purity of the Press. But that the country 
must look mainly to the’ Press for the re- 
form of evils, the correction of abuses, and 
‘the preservation, in an endurable shape, of 
free institutions, we think is beyond dispute. 
The politicians of the country,—the men 
‘who control its conduct by filling its offices 
of power and of profit,—are selfish, venal 
and corrupt; and as aclass they are grow- 
ing more selfish and more corrupt every 

| year. The government of our great cities 
4 has become a by-word of reproach and just 
contempt. Our State Legislatures are equally 
bad;~- there are ‘not half a dozen in the 
whole Union which are not notoriously open 
to the basest and most degrading influences 
by which human action canbe controlled: 
And Congress is rapidly falling into the 
same false and fatal course. The politicians 
of the country,;—the compact, active, or- 
_ ganized army by which the whole civil ad- 
ministration is guided and governed,—have 
| become utterly demoralized,—have thrown 
| away regard for principle and for honor, and 
| look upon government only as an agency for 
plundering the country for their own bene- 
fit,—and its offices, not as means of render- 
ing it honorable service, but of enriching 
themselves at ite expense. 

There is only one power capable of reliev- 
ing the nation from this intolerable tyranny, 
and that is the Poriz, the source of all 
power under our form of government. And 
there is but one agency through which the 
People can be enlightened as to the real na- 
ture of the tyranny of politicians by which 
they are ruled, and that: is, the Newspaper 
Press. If that Press becomes the mere tool 
of the potiticians, it is of course the ally and 
accomplice of the tyranny from which the 
people suffer. It is only as.it is independent 
of the ruling political hierarchy,—disinter- 
ested in its relations with’ the Government, 
‘end devoted to the rights and interests of 
the People, that it.can render service of the 
slightést value to ‘the country. And the 
Administration cannot render the country 
trolling conductors of the Newspaper Press 
from all temptation to betray, or neglect, 





Sh ny. — if‘he 


e do not believe that the Secretary intend- | 


ed to convey any ‘such imputation as ti 

words, imply or to do more'than express his 

estimate of the importance of the office and 
intensify his compliment to Mr. Dawa. 


We certainly have never heard, from the 


Treasury Department or elsewhere, any inti- 
mation that the affairs of the Appraisership 
were not managed with complete fidelity 
and success, nor have we yet heard from any 
quarter any reason for the removal of the 
efficient, worthy and popular gentleman by 
whom the duties of the office are now per- 
formed, eee encmtenaemmememn 

The Cuban Question. 

The facta furnished by our Washington 


‘| correspondent exhibit the falsity of the pre- 


tence on which the recognition of the Cuban 
insurgents has been sought. “The recent 
official information from the United States 
civil and naval officers in Cuba and on the 
adjacent waters,” it is stated, “agrees in as- 
serting that the revolutionary movements 
are diminishing in importance, and that a 
compromise may be expected.” . This is not 
a Spanish story, remember. It is not a ver- 
sion of affairs put forward in the interest 
of the Spanish authorities. It is.the’ esti- 


opportunities of observation are good, and 
whose sympathies naturally predispose 
them in fayor of the insurrectionary move- 
ment. _ Their conclusion "is, that despite 
rumors of strength and victory the insur- 
gente are losing ground, and have no chance 
of victory. We have for some time been 


persuaded that the only hope of success for. 


the insurrection rested upon the continued 
and increased receipt of material help from 
this country.- It is more than probable that 
but for fillibustering accessions the move- 
ment would have been ere now crashed. Its 
main reliance vanished when the project of 
recognition failed in Congress, and the pur- 
pose of the Administration to maintain an 
attitude of neutrality became known. 

The inventive spirit that has endeavored, 
by lying, to convert a dying into a victori- 
ous cause, has attempted, and in some quar- 
ters still attempts, to convey the idéa of 
trouble between the Administration and the 
Spanish Government. The impression sought 
to be conveyed is, that the President has no 
intention of enforcing the Neutrality laws 
with the requisite vigor—that, in fact, he is 
quietly winking at fillibustering prepara- 
tions, and watches eagerly for any complica- 
tion to which they may lead; and, further, 
that the (alleged) offensive attitude of the 
Captain-General is relied upon to give an 
excuse for aggressive measures. For these 
representations there is not the slightest 
foundation. Not only is there no conniv- 
ance with armed expeditions, but there is a 


firm determination. to reprees. them. And } 


there are good reason for believing that the 
steps taken to protect Americans in Cuba, 
and their interests, will be effectual without 
in any manner embroiling us with Spain @ 
ite officials. * General Dutce has issued a 
very foolish proclamation, but he has never 
shown himself unwilling to listen to remon- 
strances emanating from. United States au- 
thority, or to afford. any reparation it may 
have demanded in behalf of American 
citizens. 

The recklessness’ with which those who 
would have ‘this country involve itself-in 
difficulties by recognizing an insurrection 
which, left to itself, has never had more than 
a very slight prospect of success, should tell 
be made for an excess of seal in what may 
seem @& patriotic cause. But the systematic 
falsehood which has magnified crime into 
battles, has made it impossible to respect the 
tactics which had in Mr, Banxs an advocate. 
And the mischievous endeavors to mis-state 
sible force upon it a foreign “quarrel, will 
of the country. The Cuban cause may have 
merits per'se, but as manipulated here and 
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; when the fearful passion of jealousy takes 

’ Of his bosom, he is at a loss. ‘Of 
he reads the lines and acts, but tle early 

ture portrayed is not.one that could so easily 
he diverted from its course of unsuspecting love. 
The character of Jago has always been regarded 
48 one’ of his best. It is.certainly Mr. Apass’ 
‘worst interpretation. He 1s utterly deficient in 


: guile. There was nothing that we 
pred pt should, in the slightest degree, 


either man or woman. His influence 


| on the destinies of every one is therefore inex- 


"Tt would be hard for any ope to indicate more 
courteously his perfect knowledge of the agen- 
cies by which special acts of legislation, involv- 


position to the corrupt schemes of his own 
party, he deserves the respect of the people of 
the State. 


“It will be seen by a notice in another 
column that some of our most prominent mer- 
chants have forwarded to Washington a petition 
for the retention of Mr. McELRaTH as Appraiser 
at this port. This testimonial to his merits and 
efficiency as a public officer is well deserved. 


A correspondent thinks the great objection 
‘to the Broadway Railroad has been overlooked. 
He says: 


| “a was 


not having had enough in the interval that has 
elapeed since he first uttered the sanguinary cry, 
eight years ago. Canada he demands from Eng- 
land—he desires it peaceably, if possible, but, 
“tf England desires war, let it be sharp, short 


and decisive.” He spoke in the Senate, yester- 


day, about the “sixty thousand Michigan vet- 
erans, who, alone, would see to the capture of 
the British Provinces,” and he uttered some 
other nonsense which a sober man ought to be 
ashamed of. — 

The gold-gamblers are gathering in the 
profits from the war they threaten to make upon 
Spain in re Cuba. If they could only get a Span- 
ish ship to fire a stray shot, or a hostile shot, in 
the direction of an American ship, they would 
\make piles out of the ciroumstance, and 
tow more frantic than ever. 


The prize-fighters of the country are be- 
ginning to recognise thy doctrines of the social 
equality of all men injsingle combat. The pugi- 
‘list BARNEY AARON has issued a challenge to 
fight any man in the world, black or white, at 
,120 pounds, for $1,600 a side. There have been 
'prize-fights in England between white men and 
_Regroes, as in the case of MOLINEAUX; but this 
challenge opens up the first prospect, so far as 
| we know, of such an évent in this country. 
| ‘The new “Club-house” for women that 
‘was opened yesterday in Twenty-third-street, 
| will serve a very useful purpose if properly con- 
ducted. The greater part of the building is al- 
Teady rented by female associations, but there 


| will be furnished apartments for women visiting 


the City who may wish to make this place their 
headquarters instead of attempting to gain ad- 
mussion to hotels. The managers of the concern 
ought to adopt very rigid rules for ite govern- 
ment, in all respects. 


The Common Council took up yesterday 
the suggestion we made in our last issue, that 
the Second-avenue Railroad Company are vio- 
lating the terms of their charter by stopping the 
running of their vars. A resolution was. intro- 
duced at one of the Boards, reprehending the 
Company for their exactions, and providing for 
the enforcement of the terms of thé charter. In 
not violate these terms, as they are ready to re- 
to the conditions imposed. This is abeurd. The 


&@ ‘proper penalty for the wrongs they are im- 
posing on the residents of the east side, 
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M LOS ) 2 ¢ ud &) 
7 Fw ARS Sadi 


YY =< x9 
THORS . aoa 
fy 


. 


plicable. As Othello, he will, at all events, as- 
sume the martial garb of the warrior, and in 
general interest will, we have no doubt, make 
much of the final scene. 
| Miss Mary MoVicxer does not look the char- 
acter of Desdemona. Her appearance is interest- 
ing, petite and winning. That she strives to do her 
best, we do not doubt, and in the fourth act she is 
really good. But the qualities that are required in 
traged, y are absentin everything save her walk 
which is almost martial. being so measured and 
Stately. Miss McVicKER has, however, a good 
voice, and a style which could readily be made 
effective in comedy. The charming little lady 
had a4 stalwart and vociferous champion in Miss 
Pansy Morant, who was the Emilia of the oc- 
easion. The personation would have been a good 
one but fora marked tendency to overact, and 
especially to oyershout. The part is the most 
agreeable in the play ; drawn with a firmer hand 
and better purpose than Desdemona, who after 
all is but a runaway, love-smitten . school-girl. 
SHAKESPEARE never selected a more disagree- 
able topic than that of the Moor. The characters 
exhibited the two extremes of human life— 
rogues and fools. Hmélia is a far fairer type, and 
Geserved more and better study. The Brabaniio 
Of Mr. Mamk SMITH was an extremely 
careful ‘and meritorious performance,—finely 
traced yet neither monotonous nor overdone. 
had just the proper degree of force, 
is generally a lack of force in the company 
which does not disappear in the changing of 
peenery, or the splendid surroundings of a gor- 
geous theatre. These adjuncts, indeed, rather 
increase the distance between artist and scene- 
By 
force We mean concert of action, suggesting, as 
such is aptto do,a clearly-defined ideal. Of mere 
wigor there is always enough. Neither the la- 
dies nor the gentlemen of Mr. Boorn’s company 
are afraid to use their voices. But they falter in 
the greater necessity of using their brains. Every 
One seems to be depressed with the notion that 
the or she is playing a star part, and to be pro- 
foundly conscious of its importance. In one or 
two instances 1t may be difficult to eradicate this 
tendency, for where an artist has merged into a 
star it is almost impossible to translate him back 
ito the better profession of an actor. 


This is particularly the case with Mr. Epwim 
ADAms, whose natural gifts we all remember 
with pleasure. It is quite impossible to think 
they have been in any way improved by his va- 
rious provincial trips and engagements. His 
manner has become overwhelmingly grave, and 
his voice, although rotund and good, has lost: 
imuch of the richness which formerly was its 
most pleasing characteristic. There is not a par- 
tiol6 of repressed passion in Mr. ApDams’ 
reading of this part or any other. It 
isthe broadest sort of scene painting, and 
manufactured from tradition, just as conspicu- 
ously as are the grooves and trap doors and other 
pieces of stage carpentry. It is in the business 
of the stage that actors are constantly belittling 
themeelves. The theory that I must go there 
and do something, and you must go somewhere 
and do another thing, simply because it has been 
‘customary to have these things done in the days 
| of GARRICK, or some other thinker who invented 
'them, is broad enough in one sense, but it nar- 
rows down an actor’s individual invention to the 
smallest point. It is well known that nearly all 
the business of the stage is patented or copy- 
righted or otherwise preserved. Mr. Epwix 
Boorm comes properly by the “‘ business” of his 
father, but Mr. Apams comes rightly by no busi- 
ness atall. He ought to think for himself, and 
not imitate. The country towns where “ stars” 
are most in vogue are hotbeds of imitation. 
Every one says to himself So-and-So has made 
@ hit here; he was a vile impostor, whose name 


strainmg ata gnat he swallows a camel, and 
judging from the fearful tones which generally 
ensue the animal must havé disagreed with 
him. We have selected Mr. Epwin ADAMS 
asthe peg on which to hang these remarks, not 


” Weld not seen Mr. Apams for many 
years, and naturally anticipated a great treat; 
for as.our memory served us there was no char- 
acter in the range of the drama which, by reason 
of ite genial gallantry and unselfish partisan- 
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